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Speed dating Multiple quickie encounters in the search for love

GEQFF |

Our convarsation is fast and furi-
ous, entértaining and invigorat-
ing. T wouldn't mind seeing thie
woman again. | think. Then, as
we part, a thought amuses me,
I've only spent four Bucks and sk
minutes on this date. Talk about
efficiency.

Ten dates in 60 minutes — the
concept caught my sttention. You
may have heard of speed dating
catching on south of the border. If
you're a Sex in the City fan,
you've seen Miranda's attempt st
it. Mow, it's finally arrved in
Galgary, and being keen to put
mysell in the line of firs, | immedi-
ately signed up for this game of
musical-chairs dating.

Just a fewr days bafore
Valentine's Day, two local women
Inunched their new company, Six
Minute Dates, with an svent for
25- to 35.year-olds.

“Wa're building avents that
attract like-minded, singls profas-
sionals,” says Christine Hart, one
of the owners. "It's ke giving
fate a kick-start,”

The recipe |s fairly simple, but
Intriguing: 10 men, 10 wome
fruit smoathies and a yoga ball,
The women are saated at mim-
bered tables, and sveryone |s
given a "score card.” After six
minttes with your fArst dats, a
bell encourages the men to meve
to the next tyble, and both parties

mark their score card with a yes
ot no, indicating their interast in
seaing that parson again,

At the end of the night the
erganizers collect the score cards
and determine which participants
chose oach other, and the next
day they provide tham with sach
other's e-mall addresses,
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As the dates bogin, T realize six
minutes is not a lot of time,
Conversations wrap up in a hurey,
and thete [§ hardly a moment ta
make your choles before moving
on. [ leave the first few dates
wishing this was Fiftesn Minute
Dates

Eventunlly, though, I discovar
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how long six minutes can be.-Tey
holding your breath, or holding
just one and of a converaation, for
six minutes.

"Where's the romance in
that?” I hear you asking. Granted,
it's nothing like running into a
coed on campus, knocking her
bocks everywhere and magically
locking eyes as you help pick
them up. But really, didn't that
only happen in John Hughes
films? -

Why i= it that we don't treat our
search for a partner with the
same methodical approach as
other major decisions, like buying
a house or finding a job? And the
cont 18 about what you'd expect
to spand on one date — $45 for
tha night, including a drink.

One of my dates had a big pic-
ture perspective on her motiva-
tion. "Wa don't Hve in villages
anymore,” gose her philosophy.
“Wea don't meet the sons and
danghters of our parent's friends,
co-workers and neighbours,

"Wa've got to get out thers and
maks it happen for cirselves.
Relying on chance is romantie,
but it's archaic. Granted, this js
window shopping, but when you
Inowe what you're after, there's
nothing wrong with that”

Although it ssems more like &
gams show on Fox, "Spasd
Dating” Is actually a tradamark of
an intarnational Jewish arganiza-
tion, Aish HaTorah, Thay davel-
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opad [t to facilitate the sugcessful
matching of Jaws with other
Jews, and the concept has baen
borrowed and transformed all
ovar North America.

MNow that it has hit Calgary, [
doubt tha dating scene hers will
be the same — tha ovents have
been selling out, and the buzz
saams to be building.

And the success rata? Well,
Iucky for my ego, my four choices
whare all reciprocatad. I've been
out on “slow" dates with al of
tham since, and narmowed [t
down further to two, My friends
am having a huge laugh st my lit-
tle adventure, but like many
things we do, that's half the moti-
wvation — entertaining your
friends.

As for the rest of the motivation
— when was tha Iast tims you
could say you had 10 dates in the
same night?
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