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Our conversation is fast and fusi
ous, entertaining and invigorat-
ing. I wouldn't mind seeing this
waman again, | think. Then, as
we part, a theught amuses ma,
T'er only spent four Hucks and six
minutes on this date. Talk about
efficisnay.

Ten dates in 60 minutes — the
concept caught my atsntion. You
may have heard of spaad dating
catching on south of the bordar. 1f
you're a Sax in the City fan,
you've sean Miranda's attempt at
it. Now, it's finally arrived in
Calgary, and being keen to put
mysailf In the line of fire, | fmmadi-
ataly signed up for this game of
musical-chaks dating

Just a fovr days befors
Valentine's Day, tvo loeal women
laumohed their new company, Six
Minute Dates, with an event for
25- to 36-yoar.alds.

“We're building evonts that
attract like-minded, single profas-
sionals,” says Christine Hart, one
of the owners. "It's lilta giving
fate a kick-start.”

The recipe Is fairly simple, but
intriguing: 10'men, 10 wamen,
Irult smaoothios and a yoda ball,
The woman ars seated at num-
bered tables, and everyone la
given a "score card." After six
minutes with yeur first dats, a
bell encourages the men to move
to the next tyble, and both partles
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mark thelr score card with a yes
of no, indicating their intermst in
seaing that pereon again

At the end of the night the
atganizars collect the score cards
and determine which participants
chose each other, and the next
day they provide them with each
other's e-mail addrossos.
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Mo beer in arsna dressing rasmy? Whist witl
be the next namby.pamby bylaw — no fall?
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As the dates begin, 1 realize aix
minutes iz not a lot of time.

Conversations wiap up in a hurry,

and thers {# hardly a momsnt ta
make your cholce before moving
on. T leave the first faw dates
wishing this was Fiftesn Minute
Dates

Bwentually, though, I discovar
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how long six minutes can be. - Try
holding your breath, or helding
just cne end of a conversation, for
six minutes.

“Where's tha ramance in
that?" [ hear you asking. Granted,
it's nothing like running fnto a
coed on eampus, knocking her
books everywhere and magioally
locking =yes as you help pick
them up. But really, didn't that
only happen in John Hughes
filma?

Why is it that we don't treat our
search for a partner with the
same mathodical approach as
other major decislons, like buying
& house ot finding a job? And tha
cost ia about what you'd expect
to spond on one date — $46 for
tha night, including o drink.

Ome of my dates had a big ple-
ture perspective on her motiva-
tion. "Wa den't live in villages
anymaore,” goas her philosophy.
“Wa don't meet the sons and
daughters of our parent's friends,
co-workers and naighbours

“Wa've got to get out thers and
make It happen for ourselves. |
Ralying an chanee ia romantio,
but it's archaic. Granted, this s
window shopping, but when you
know what you're after, there's
nothing wrong with that,*

Although it seems more like a
game show on Fox, "Sposd
Dating” Ie actually a trademark of
an intprnational Jewlsh organiza-
tiom, Aish HaTorah. Thoy devel-
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' Speed dating Multiple quickie encounters in the search for love

opad it to facilitate the successful
matching of Jaws with other
Jewrs, and the concapt has been
borrowed and transformad all
over Morth Amerlca.

Mow that it has hit Calgary, T
doubt the dating scene hers will
be the same — the events have
baen aelling out, and the buzz
ssems 1o be building.

And the success rata? Wall,
lucky for my ego, my four cholces
ware all reciprecatad. ['ve been
out on “slow” dates with al of
them aince. and namowed i
down further to two, My friands
are having a huge laugh at my lit-
tie adventure, but like many
things we do, that's holf the motl-
vation — entertaining your
friends.

Az for the rest of the motivation
— when wag tha last time you
could say you had 10 dates in the
same night?






